Bakunin on triaJ 

I Lie iiLic st ot I k imin appears u. a Lbrnesc o: ; jn:oL'm to haunt burcav.ciati; Maoism! I hr 
incident deE-rnted re low occurred in t.ie LLdeixrujfij of ibe L'hrr-tt^ 'Cultural Revolution.'. J Lie 
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in. iimLijn greu.1 upheavals uud inobilizdlions uf L>luJje::.ls and workers liml itiieh 4 tail, 

further tliai cither ruling faction inrendrd. iss can be i-ccn below. 

i. I'rom Anurclusl Black CYoss Unlietin . No. 7: C'Lncu eo. January. 11?74. Also re printed in the 
'Class Stitiggles in China 1 pomp hie:,, LLluLtiIxiq Stew, New York. J -JlC'i 
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R jltuclid On Trial 

During :Tc montiiF of fveptemlicr unci Octnher, ! r J73, so-eCleLl Trials to:!* place ir sin 
different e:ties in China, where up "jo -sf!(h worker 1 ! were pluirgcrL with "Eggravaterf 
■■■rtiilijjmism" Tlf Tonne v.-itli llvsc wfii*hiii*^ wniv. iThiii^y 1 wsg simp I v Ihai hey 
endeavoured to pet zautnol of tLie workers eouunirtees m lining tlieir iactcnet. Ostensibly, 
d ope oofiuifci;Ug£ rue clecicd bjr pL>jv.i lui vo:e, in |>i leiiee they a - appo ulclI l :yili_ 
GeiunTinerx an:: Then sick p :.i pu tir ap] iiv-va I... During: the recent "clcei inm" ■’an y working 
eSpeOjilLEy ill I lie LS-Xlile industry. j iIjc e l jl; rniildki Of itSiudliiig Ltiauhsy cu ukl use the 
’■Teeesp of choosing the fcctnry committees tn establish what they thnunlit would be p Teal" 

lvimLl'-'S cOr'ilml 

In The Dem-her Trial ir Shanghai, the prcrtcrtatir>n at'the care ngpinst the "wrec'-iery" ran'-; an 
aspect5 nr fhrec. It was apparently decided hy the pmsecuiin-n that yfiai the secured had done 
cuuk be^iven the Jriud-ed label of "aitaj oho Gym! icalisL deviai ionium'. 'flue occulted ^uk. 
Therefore, lectured with Marxist-Lenuust ac.manLttDies abou: trie dangers of rnarcLio- 
: : ..yniJie;L mm. wliiih seduces, ■.-*■■ ort.iE hire jjiePuiiLi '§j they l-ah acLiuill'v uike<r.-ei eoiuioE of i ie 
raeriii ie-? wlieie lI iey wort.. 

Tn Hh exii iieil pr-iO-splier.v rhe p-useeumi-. i fanw;' J ’tup-Hifiei-of T ni i, now 

dele'rn neri ic .-Jvnv haw lava I hr was in Vfai> Tsoruttg. read oui YfbiVs dcmi r.oiat tons nf 
Ualcuinn rc- shouts of angry pioiest at che viilamnv.s enemy of the sta:e, which developed into 
f-usiitii ,lt3 appt^use when M;u v staLcd haw ijiiiCeuaie "Russian bl.in..." was in, ni.ikii!e Lhe 
re vo In Lion. AopareiLlly UaLuti i:i"t wuitl Jiiul: was btuig u RMtiuti LtLough v,orte wj& .o 
■:uhii wbeti bit v.ri. ul^s were .-ead, cc juolonged klugtr.er and. dejiskui, crdnaiiiDl Lng in tae 
inevitable 'eentessie-ir I his is the eonte-i-ion marie Rahu’in to thi Tsar during ha I 2 
vC^r.s of iph^rijoniucrtl. ss ^ plea fine his release ftttm fHc du irea-i.-,->f T'^ri-si R ussia] OflC of 
The camDim:iiit cheeileadeLS ore seat - heaimi: tLie iittac.rs on iia-fu.i-Rj:i ane. assiiLtung Inor 
■jjnuf.tu rally} thiifl he was oni of the penole v.-ho had tried 1 o take ovei the te^tLle factory in 
g'laii^liaj - s.|iOu'.-jlL :il this nnint. M .l lil R tHjL> y;.■ 111 .l I.ir SijL-ll a. Sl;'i. iM.hel! H mu. ll ill!" 

A Lengthy acooimt of fie tiiaLa was published in a patuehk-t tl: led Thus Far. It was translated 

inh'i iliAi'n. 1 lili'iyiL.iu.C-S l± :■:] jjlgpored li.M lbiv-iylli.tcSLcil.iLU.iLUl. ll explained elijfdi iy lii jJ siilipl■- 

how f:ij workers Lire allowed lo nu Lu wards wcj.clsis' uontruk It sbowKij wtuen suea 
piiitkipaLjou in iLii:uit^jneitL jei.st* ,o be peirnis&ible. Copies were sent all over iluc" v.-orid. 
Rut the firs - , ■oaernii of Manikins everywlieie waft rear Hint this w r c-nlrl tli;-grace rfienn in r ie 
eyeH of vt-orkej^ evaywj'jere who UilliJs workers' cnuLlro' nieons '.vluu .i suw. clo l3l± psiri^itdeL 
been withdrawn. 



Bakunin on trial 


The ghost of Bakunin appears in a Chinese courtroom to haunt bureaucratic 
Maoism! The incident described below occurred in the aftermath of the Chinese 
'Cultural Revolution'. The power battles between opposing factions of the ruling 
bureaucratic elite in Maoist China set in motion great upheavals and 
mobilizations of students and workers that sometimes went further than either 
ruling faction intended, as can be seen below. 

(From Anarchist Black Cross Bulletin], No. 7; Chicago, January, 1974. Also 
reprinted in the 

'Class Struggles in China' pamphlet, Charlatan Stew, New York, 1976) 


Bakunin On Trial 

During the months of September and October, 1973, so-called trials took place in 
six different cities in China, where up to 300 workers were charged with 
"aggravated 

hooliganism". ... The offence with which these workers were charged was simply 
that they endeavoured to get control of the workers' committees running their 
factories. Ostensibly, these committees are elected by popular vote; in practice 
they are appointed by the Government and then seek popular approval... During 
the recent "elections" many workers, especially in the textile industry, made the 
mistake of assuming that they could use the process of choosing the factory 
committees to establish what they thought would be "real" 

workers control... 

In the October trial in Shanghai, the presentation of the case against the 
"wreckers" took on aspects of farce. It was apparently decided by the 
prosecution that what the accused had done could be given the dreaded label of 
"anarcho-syndicalist deviationism". The accused were, therefore, lectured with 
Marxist-Leninist admonitions about the dangers of anarcho-syndicalism, which 
seduces workers into presuming they can actually take over control of the 
factories where they work. 



In an excited atmosphere, the prosecutor, a former supporter of Lui Shao-chi, 
now determined to show how loyal he was to Mao Tse-tung, read out Marx's 
denunciations of Bakunin to shouts of angry protest at the villainous enemy of 
the state, which developed into sustained applause when Marx stated how 
inadequate "Russian blood" was in making the revolution. Apparently Bakunin's 
worst fault was being a Russian - though worse was to come when his writings 
were read, to prolonged laughter and derision, culminating in the inevitable 
"confession" [this is the confession made by Bakunin to the Tsar during his 12 

years of imprisonment, as a plea for his release from the dungeons of Tsarist 
Russia]. One of the communist cheerleaders present - hearing the attacks on Ba- 
Ku-Nin and assuming (not unnaturally) that he was one of the people who had 
tried to take over the textile factory in Shanghai - shouted at this point, "Jail is 
too good for such a scoundrel! Hang him!" 

A lengthy account of the trials was published in a pamphlet titled Thus Far. It 
was translated into many languages and prepared for foreign distribution. It 
explained clearly and simply how far workers are allowed to go towards 
workers' control. It showed when such 

participation in management ceases to be permissible. Copies were sent all over 
the world. 

But the first reaction of Maoists everywhere was fear that this would disgrace 
them in the eyes of workers everywhere who think workers' control means what 
it says. So the pamphlet has been withdrawn. 



